Bandage contact lens augmentation of 5-fluorouracil treatment in glaucoma filtration surgery.
The use of 5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) to inhibit scarring following filtration surgery has been hampered by corneal epithelial defects and their accompanying inflammation. This toxicity, which occurs during the crucial period in which the risk of bleb failure is highest, has previously been a relative contraindication to further 5-FU use. We have found the early placement of a therapeutic bandage contact lens permits extended administration of 5-FU during this period, minimizing discomfort and inflammation as well as enhancing bleb survival.